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<Abstract>

A Study on Sentence Endings in Korean Bible Translations

Mr. Moo-Yong Jeun
(Korean Bible Society)

Endings of sentences used in the Bible can be classified mainly into two
categories, which are the ‘-ra’ and the ‘-da’ endings. The ‘-da’ endings can be
again classified into sentences closing with ‘~(at/dt)da’ and ‘-(at/6t)stibnida’.

The first type of ending, ‘-ra’ implies the ‘subjective thinking, intention’ of
the speaker, and connotes ‘subjective presentation’ of the speaker. ‘-ira’ is used
to conclude sentences that does not have direct intended audience.

In the second type of ending, ‘-inira’ which has ‘-ni-’ inserted in between, the
specific statement becomes an incident in the world, that gains spatial, objective,
and contextual (current) implications. Based on such nature of ‘-ni-’, this type of
ending is used ‘to deliver the truth or a widely accepted fact’, and becomes the
expression to present realistic (+ spatial) facts.

The study has confirmed that the third type of ending, ‘-da’ is a form that
implies ‘visualization and objectification’, and has observed cases where the
given situations were presented ‘visually and objectively’ through the use of
‘-da’. Most of the contemporary Bible translations adopt ‘-hayodda/-iyodda’
sentence endings, which are used to deliver objective facts. But because they
exclude the speaker, it is an inappropriate ending style for use in the Bible which
is meant to be read aloud.

The last type is the polite ending, ‘-ibnida’, which is appropriate for use as
sentence endings for the Bible. Such sentences by themselves sound formal, and
are read aloud with ease, and are accepted as refined by any reader.





